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Abstract—Recently low power wide area network (LPWAN) is
widely researched and deployed due to its excellent performance
of supporting large coverage, low power consumption and
massive capacity. LPWAN might offer brandnew solutions to
Vehicle to anything (V2X) communications, which is faced
with the challenge of supporting massive connections due to
the dramatically increasing number of vehicles. In this paper,
after surveying the existing V2X communication technologies,
we compare the traditional technologies with the representative
LPWAN technologies according to their performance metrics.
After the careful comparison and selection, Long-Range (LoRa)
and enhanced machine type communication (eMTC) are intro-
duced to V2X communication due to their support for mobility.
Moreover, their performance are evaluated in both V2I (vehicle-
to-infrastructure) and V2V (vehicle-to-vehicle) communication
environments via Monte Carlo simulations.

Index Terms—eMTC, ITS, LoRa, LPWAN, V2X communi-
cations

I. INTRODUCTION

Intelligent transportation systems (ITS) utilize communi-
cation, information and control technologies to coordinate
the behaviour of the vehicles, which is expected to propel
transportation to be more safe and efficient [1]–[7]. V2X
communications, as a key part of ITS, incorporates V2I,
V2V and vehicle-to-pedestrian (V2P) communications. V2X
communications transmit information from a vehicle to any
entity that may affect the vehicle and is known as a powerful
and effective method to improve the road safety, reduce
road crashes and ease traffic congestions. However, V2X
communications still suffer from many major problems.
Report released by Bernstein predicted that the amount of
connected cars will reach over 250 million by 2020 [8],
at that time nearly one fifth of the world’s cars will be
equipped with wireless Internet capabilities. By 2040, the
global number of cars on the road will nearly be doubled and
reach up to two billion [9]. The increasing number of vehicles

forces the increasing demand for massive connections and
large scale of coverage, which bring new challenges to V2X
communications.

LPWAN, as a new paradigm of Internet of Things (IoT),
has been broadly investigated for its ability to solve the
coverage, power consumption and connection problems faced
by other communication technologies. There are many tech-
nique candidates that have been pushed into global markets
by several competing communication technology providers,
such as LoRa [10], Sigfox [11], Narrowband IoT (NB-
IoT) [12], eMTC [13] and Ingenu [14], etc. [15]. Most
LPWAN members have the ability to provide high-quality
communications with the coverage of up to 10 km and the
connection abilities of over one million devices with the
expenses of very low power consumptions [15]. LPWAN
has been widely explored in many IoT applications, such as
smart buildings [16], smart gas and water meter [17], smart
streetlights, smart parking [18], etc. It is predicted that the
global LPWAN market will grow from 1,01 billion dollars in
2016 to 24,46 billion dollars by 2021, at a compound annual
growth rate of 89.3% [19].

These remarkable properties of LPWAN may offer in-
spirations to solve the problems in V2X communications.
The traditional V2X communication technologies contains
dedicated short-range communication technology (DSRC),
cellular technologies, and other wireless access technologies,
such as Radio Frequency Identification (RFID), Bluetooth,
ZigBee, WLAN, etc. [20], [21]. Compared with these tradi-
tional V2X communication technologies, LPWAN can sup-
port more than millions of devices per cell with a longer
battery life of over two years and a larger scale of coverage.
However, LPWAN technologies exchange small amount of
data traffic and most of them are insensitive to latency.
With all the properties considered, LPWAN is suitable for
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delay-tolerant applications such as traffic efficient applica-
tions rather than safety applications. Up to now, only a
few literatures have studied LPWAN in ITS scenarios. In
[22], the authors proposed a LoRa-based LPWAN vehicle
diagnostic system. In [23], a LoRa-based vehicular monitor
was introduced. In [24], an experimental study of LPWAN
was carried out in mobile environments. However, in spite
of the increasing popularity of research in LPWAN, little is
known about the LPWAN applied in V2X communications.

In this paper, we select the representative LPWAN tech-
nologies and apply them to V2X communications to analyze
their performance in six typical V2X communication scenar-
ios. The main contribution of this paper are on two holds.
On the one hand, we survey the existing communication
technologies in the V2X communications, including tradi-
tional technologies such as DSRC, cellular networks, ZigBee,
etc., as well as typical LPWAN technologies such as LoRa,
eMTC and NB-IoT. The performance metrics such as data
rate and latency of these technologies are investigated and
compared in detail. On the other hand, after the analysis, two
representative LPWAN technologies, i.e., LoRa and eMTC,
are applied to V2X communications and their performance
in both V2I and V2V scenarios are evaluated.

The rest of the paper is presented as follows. In Section
II, an overview of V2X communication technologies are
introduced and compared with the typical LPWAN technolo-
gies by their key performance indicators. In Section III, the
details of the channel model are presented. In Section IV,
the simulation results are presented and analyzed. Finally,
Section V concludes this paper.
II. OVERVIEW OF V2X COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

There are several potential solutions for V2X communica-
tions: DSRC, cellular network technologies and other wire-
less access technologies. Due to the remarkable performance
of LPWAN in capacity and coverage, it can be seen as one
potential solution for V2X communications. In this section,
we survey the available communication technologies in V2X
communications and then offer a comprehensive comparison
between traditional technologies and LPWANs.
A. Traditional V2X Communications Technologies

DSRC is a short-range wireless communication technol-
ogy specifically designed for vehicular ad hoc networks
(VANETs). DSRC is mainly based on two standards: At PHY
and MAC layers, DSRC use IEEE 802.11p standard; and for
middle of the stack, DSRC employs standards defined by
IEEE 1609 group [25]. DSRC operates at 5.850-5.925 GHz
and the spectrum is divided into seven 10 MHz channels,
each DSRC band is either divided into multiple channels
or used as a single channel according to the supporting
communication standards. DSRC utilizes diverse formats to
transmit information, and the key feature is the basic safety
message (BSM), which provides a good support for safety
applications [25]. DSRC provides a high data rate (3-27
Mbps) [26] and low latency communication with a coverage
range of under 1 km.

Cellular networks are long-distance communication tech-
nologies using base stations to relay messages, which have
evolved from 2G to 4G and 5G (being proposed currently).
Cellular networks support a country-level mobility and have
a large-scale usage on mobile devices for its widely deployed
base stations. 4G is more suitable for ITS communications
for its high speed and Internet access and a cellular vehicular
network has been proposed to integrate ITS services in
4G [27]. While 2G and 3G require high latency of a few
seconds, 4G has reduced it to tens of milliseconds. The main
drawbacks of cellular networks include lack of broadcasting
mechanism and requirement for operation fees. Despite of
these drawbacks, cellular networks can be used to provide
connections for V2I and V2V communications and services
for passengers such as traffic management and entertainment.

RFID uses radio signals to record data of an object without
seeing or touching the carrier [28]. It can work on various
frequency bands, with very low latency and a coverage range
typically less than 10 m. RFID provides a good support for
mobility thus it can be used for automatic recognition and
has some applications on automated toll collection [21].

ZigBee is a low-speed and low-power wireless network
with a data rate under 250 Kbps. It is built on IEEE 802.15.4
standards and operates on the unlicensed ISM bands. ZigBee
has a flexible network management which is called self-
organization [29] and a good support for mobility. It also
has low latency partly due to its short handshake time and
high throughput. ZigBee is widely used in wireless sensor
networks (WSN) and has many applications on consumer
electronics and industrial control. With these characteristics,
ZigBee can be used to transmit the disposed sensing data
such as acceleration of nearby vehicles and provides a more
energy-efficient solution for vehicle identification [30].

Infrared (IR) is a highly directional communication tech-
nology; thus, it is suitable for single lane uses with a poor
support for mobility. It has a high data rate from 1 to 128
Mbps in the distance under 100 m and very low delay (within
a few milliseconds). The main drawback is that it is sensitive
to severe weather [31]. With the wide bandwidth and low
latency, IR can provide connections for time-sensitive data
among vehicles.

Worldwide interoperability for microwave access
(WiMAX) is a member of 4G technology and based
on IEEE 802.16 set of standards [32]. WiMAX supports
mobility and provide services with high transmission quality
at a speed of over 120 km/h. It provides a high data rate
(up to 75 Mbps), covers a transmission range of 50 km and
has low latency (under 50 ms) [33]. Due to its high data
rate and long transmission distance, it is mainly used for
multimedia data transmission and provides good service of
entertainment for passengers.

Bluetooth is a short-range communication technology of-
fering an indoor coverage usually less than 10 m and works
in the unlicensed industrial, scientific and medical (ISM)
band. Bluetooth is equipped with a lower data rate (less
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than 3 Mbps) and the newest release bluetooth low energy
protocol has a higher data rate which can reach to 24 Mbps
[34] and the latency has also reduced to 3 ms. Due to its
limited coverage and low complexity, Bluetooth can be used
to transmit data between intra-vehicle devices and sensors
without cables. Bluetooth also has some applications on
traffic monitoring such as traffic density estimation.

Millimeter-wave (mmWave) is an extremely high fre-
quency wireless communication technology, which operates
on frequency band from 30 to 300 GHz and supports enor-
mous communication capacity. Due to the remarkable char-
acteristics of mmWave, i.e., it is inherently directional and
sensitive to blockage because of the high carrier frequency,
thus it provides limited support for mobility. It can accom-
modate large number of vehicles with a gigabit-per-second
(Gbps) data rate [35] in ITS environment. mmWave has low
latency but the short communication range because of high
rain attenuation and atmospheric absorption. Considering the
characteristics mentioned above, mmWave can be used to
transmit high volume data among vehicles nearby.

B. LPWAN

LPWAN technologies can be classified into two categories
in terms of their operating frequency bands. One set of
LPWAN technologies including LoRa (Long Range) and
Sigfox operates on the unlicensed ISM radio bands. The
other set of LPWAN technologies, such as eMTC and
narrowband IoT (NB-IoT) operates on the licensed bands
[36]. Among unlicensed LPWAN technologies, LoRa has a
relatively faster pace in development and commercialization.
LoRa is also able to support localization and mobile tracking
applications. As for licensed LPWAN technologies, NB-IoT
and eMTC have attracted more attention due to their early
step in standardization and commercialization. Therefore, in
this paper, we select LoRa and eMTC as the representative
LPWAN technologies to evaluate their performance in V2X
communications.

1) LoRa: LoRa is a proprietary technology designed
by Semtech and based on chirp spread spectrum (CSS)
modulation. This modulation scheme uses wideband linear
frequency-modulated pulses to modulate its spectrum. The
frequency of pulses linearly changes over a stated amount
of time based on the encoded information. With the help of
sufficiently broadband chirps, the ability to combat against
multipath fading is improved. LoRa is able to transmit signals
reliably under high in-band and out-band interference, which
contributes to the good coverage of about 157 dB [37].
There are four key parameters for the customization of the
modulation of LoRa, i.e., bandwidth, spreading factor, coding
rate and carrier frequency. The selection of these parameters
determines transmission range , resilience to noise, and
energy consumption.

LoRaWAN [10] networks are organized as a star topology,
in which some nodes served as gateways to transmit messages
between end devices and central server. LoRaWAN is a
specifically optimized MAC layer protocol which can provide

TABLE I
COMPARISONS AMONG ITS APPLICATIONS

eMTC(LTE Cat M1) NB-IOT(Cat NB1)

Deployment In-band LTE
In-band LTE

Guard-band LTE
Standalone

Downlink OFDMA[15 kHz] OFDMA[15 kHz]

Uplink SC-FDMA[15 kHz]
Single tone

[15/3.75 kHz]
SC-FDMA[15 kHz]

Peak Rate DL:1 Mbps
UL:1 Mbps

DL:250 kbps
UL:20 kbps(ST)

Latency 10-15 ms 1.4-10 s
UE receiver BW 1.4 MHz 200 kHz

Duplex mode Full/Half-duplex
FDD/TDD

Half-duplex
FDD

UE transmit power 23 or 20 dBm 23 or 20 dBm
Power saving PSM, eDRX PSM, eDRX

Coverage 155.7 dB 164 dB for standalone,
FFS others

long lasting service for energy-limited end devices. LoRa
can transmit messages over very long distances through
the relay of the gateway nodes. In order to schedule the
receive window slots for downlink communication, LoRa
also defines three options classes A, B, and C, among which
class A must be supported by the end devices.

2) eMTC: In LTE Release 13, eMTC or also named by
CAT-M1, has been further evolved from the existing track
of MTC improvements [38], [39]. eMTC provides a large
coverage of up to 15-20 dB and supports a large number
of devices. eMTC is also low power consumed, with output
power as low as 20 dBm, which means that the battery life is
able to reach up to ten years [13]. eMTC reuses the concept
of reference signals and channels, which is an extension
of LTE. eMTC operates with a bandwidth of 1.08MHz, it
utilizes 6 LTE Physical Resource Blocks (PRBs) to transmit
or receive physical channels or signals [40]. The downlink
and uplink design of eMTC is same as LTE, among which the
downlink scheme is based on orthogonal frequency division
multiplexing (OFDM), and the uplink scheme uses single
carrier frequency division multiple access (SC-FDMA), both
with 15kHz subcarrier spacing.

3) NB-IoT: Release 13, another LTE-based track called
Narrowband IoT (NB-IoT) was standardized. As revealed
by its name, an NB-IoT carrier uses one LTE PRB in the
frequency domain for a total of 180 kHz, it can be flexibly
deployed in the guard band or into the carrier of LTE, and
it can also re-farm a GSM carrier. NB-IoT has a high data
rate of 250 kbps for uplink and 230 kbps for downlink [41].

C. Remarks

Both eMTC and NB-IoT operate on licensed spectrum,
which provides excellent security and quality of service. Both
of them are able to take advantage of power saving mode
(PSM) and achieve long battery life up to 10 years. There
are some technical differences between eMTC and NB-IoT.
Compared with NB-IoT, eMTC has a wider bandwidth and
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supports larger data rate up to almost 1 Mbps, which is
almost four times to NB-IoT. Another major difference is
mobility. eMTC has the ability to handover from cell site
to cell site, which enables mobile applications, while NB-
IoT is strictly limited to fixed applications. Thus, eMTC is
a good choice for applications such as Voice over Long-
Term Evolution (VoLTE) [42] and tracking devices. NB-IoT
aims to serve the applications such as control equipment,
sensors, and meters. Moreover, NB-IoT has a relatively long
delay of a few seconds, while eMTC has a much smaller
delay of about only ten milliseconds [43]. Thus, eMTC is
preferred for latency-sensitive applications. Based on the
aforementioned discussions, eMTC will be the better choice
for V2X communications than NB-IoT. The comparison
between eMTC and NB-IoT is shown in Table I.

The comparison among LoRa, eMTC and traditional V2X
communications is shown in Table II, the major metrics
such as data rate, latency, coverage range and operating
frequency are listed. Compared with traditional technologies,
LPWAN characterizes with low data rate, insensitive latency,
but with much larger coverage and capacity. Though WiMAX
is also able to provide larger coverage, the frequency of
WiMAX higher than 10 GHz results in short wavelength,
which makes WiMAX difficult to pass through obstacles
and the performance can be easily affected by the bad
weather conditions. Due to the features of LPWAN, it is
suggested to be utilized for traffic efficiency applications,
such as fleet management, vehicle tracking, vehicle diagnosis,
etc. These applications are utilized to optimize flows of
vehicles to reduce travel time and traffic congestion. The
data from the sensors are collected and transmitted to the
server [44]. The applications usually are not delay-sensitive
but require high communication reliability. Driven by this
desire, in next section, we apply LoRa and eMTC to V2X
communication and evaluate their performance in both V2V
and V2I scenarios.

III. CHANNEL MODEL AND ESTIMATION

To perform our simulations, we experiment the channel
model proposed in [45], [46], which is a standard V2X
channel model specifically for IEEE 802.11p standard. The
measurement was carried out among six scenarios in the
metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia area [47], which are

- Scenario 1: V2V Expressway Oncoming, υ = 104 km/h,
fD = 100-120 Hz.

- Scenario 2: V2V Expressway Same Direction with Wall,
υ = 32-48 km/h, fD = 100-120 Hz.

- Scenario 3: V2V Urban Canyon Oncoming, υ = 104
km/h, fD = 900-1150 Hz.

- Scenario 4: Roadside-to-vehicle (R2V) Expressway, υ =
104 km/h, fD = 600-700 Hz.

- Scenario 5: R2V Urban Canyon Oncoming, υ = 32−48
km/h, fD = 400-500 Hz. and

- Scenario 6: R2V Suburban Street, υ = 32-48 km/h,
fD = 300-500 Hz.

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
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LoRa, Scenario 1
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LoRa, Scenario 5

LoRa, Scenario 6

Fig. 1. The simulation results of LoRa under six V2X scenarios.
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eMTC Downlink, Scenario 1

eMTC Downlink, Scenario 2

eMTC Downlink, Scenario 3

eMTC Downlink, Scenario 4

eMTC Downlink, Scenario 5

eMTC Downlink, Scenario 6

Fig. 2. The simulation results of eMTC under six V2X scenarios.

Where υ is the velocity, fD is the Doppler Shift. Channel
parameters of these six scenarios are listed in Table III.
Scenarios 1-6 cover both V2V and R2V channels and a wide
range of Doppler shifts.

In simulations, channel is estimated by the preamble,
which is located in front of data symbol and indicates an
entire symbol which can be recognized by transceiver. Then,
the data symbol is equalized and demodulated by the channel
estimation.

IV. SIMULATIONS

In this section, we carry out Monte Carlo simulations
to analyze the bit error rate (BER) performance of LoRa
and eMTC versus the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR), which
represents the ratio of energy per bit and the variance of the
Additive White Gaussian Noise (AWGN), i.e., Eb/N0. All
of the simulation parameters are shown in Tabel III, which
are selected according to the LoRa and eMTC specifications.
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TABLE II
COMPARISON AMONG LORA, EMTC AND TRADITIONAL V2X COMMUNICATIONS

Technology Operating Frequency Data Rate Latency Coverage Range Support for Mobility
Cellular Networks 0.8-3.6 GHz 20 Mbps 50 ms 10 km Support

DSRC 5.8-5.9 GHz 3-27 Mbps 200 µs 1 km Support
Bluetooth 2.4 GHz 24 Mbps 3 ms 10 m Limited

ZigBee 2.4 GHz 250 Kbps 100 ms 20 m Support
IR 2.6 GHz 1 Mbps very low 100 m No

RFID 125 KHz–2.45 GHz 106 kbps (13.56 MHz)
424 kbps (27.12 MHz) low 10 m Support

WiMAX 5.8 GHz 75 Mbps 50 ms 50 km Support
mmWave 30-300 GHz 1 Gbps 150 µs 10 m Limited

LoRa 868-915-433 MHz 0.3-50 Kbps <2 s
3-8 km (urban)

15-22 km (rural)
15-45 km (flat)

Support

NB-IoT 900-1800MHz Uplink: <250 Kbps
Downlink: <230 Kbps 1.4-10 s 35 km No

eMTC DL: 729-2170 MHz
UL: 699-1980 MHz 1 Mbps 10-15 ms 10 km Support

TABLE III
SIMULATION PARAMETERS

Parameter LoRa eMTC
Carrier Frequency 870 MHz 880 MHz
Modulation CCS QPSK
Signal Bandwidth 500 kHz 1.08 MHz
Spreading Factor 7 –
Code Rate 1 1
Sample Intervel/Rate 2 µs 23.04 MHz
Subcarrier frequency spacing – 15 kHz
Block Length – 1536
CP Length – 108

Before applying LoRa and eMTC to V2X communica-
tions, some measures should be taken to combat against the
fast fading caused by Doppler effect in V2X communications.
For LoRa, higher bandwidth and lower spreading factor
parameter configurations should be selected to resist against
the fast fading. Here, we set the spreading factor of LoRa
to be 7 and the bandwidth to be 500 kHz. For eMTC, the
interleaving grouping method is used in both downlink and
uplink modulations to obtain the frequency diversity. The
code rates of LoRa and eMTC are set to be 1 with channel
coding omitted.

Fig. 1 shows the BER performance of LoRa in six V2X
scenarios. From Fig. 1, scenario 1 shows the worst BER
performance than other scenarios due to its highest Doppler
shift. This can be also observed in Fig. 2. In Fig. 1, it can
be seen that the performance of LoRa under scenario 1 and
2 with higher Doppler shift show worse performance than
other scenarios. Thus, LoRa is sensitive to Doppler shift.
In Fig. 1, we can see that the curves of scenario 4, 5 and
6 sharply decline as SNR increases. The performance of
LoRa in scenario 4 and 5, i.e., R2V expressway and R2V
urban canyon oncoming, superior to that of other scenarios.
This reveals that LoRa might be more suitable for R2V
communications.

Fig. 2 shows the BER performance of eMTC in six V2X
scenarios. For simplicity, here we only consider the downlink

of eMTC, which is implemented by OFDM same as in
LTE systems. Fig. 2 shows the similar phenomenon as in
Fig. 1. Scenario 1 with the largest Doppler shift shows the
worst performance and scenarios 4 and 5 show the best
performance. This reveals that the LPWAN technologies
share similar performance in V2X communications. In Fig.
2, The error floor induced by Doppler shift can not be found
and the bit error rate of most scenarios are lower than 10−2

when Eb/N0 is larger than 15 dB. The frequency diversity
can be obtained since that the subcarriers are spaced equally
in a distance, which is larger than the coherence bandwidth
with the help of interleaved grouping method.

V. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we first reviewed existing communication
technologies for V2X communications, including traditional
technologies such as DSRC, cellular networks, ZigBee, and
etc., as well as LPWAN technologies such as LoRa and
eMTC. A comprehensive comparison between traditional
technologies and LPWANs in V2X communications has been
investigated. It is shown that LPWAN is more suitable for
traffic efficiency applications, such as fleet management,
vehicle tracking, vehicle diagnosis, etc. LoRa and eMTC
are selected to be applied in V2X scenarios due to their
supporting for mobilit y. Simulation results demonstrated that
LPWAN technologies perform better in V2I environments
than V2V environments.
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