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Aesthetic Reflections on the Art of Calligraphy:The Nature of
the Art of Calligraphy

HUANG Wei-xing' , ZHANG Yu-neng’

(1. Institute of Automation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;

2. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract. Calligraphy, a unique Chinese art, is dependent on the unity of shape, sound and meaning of Chinese ideograms
and the features of the Chinese writing brush, such as softness, color of ink and ink content. From an ontological perspec-
tive, the art of calligraphy has its origin in the ideographic symbols of the Chinese characters and their evolution in time and
its mode of existence in the variations on the lines of the Chinese characters. From an epistemological point of view, the art
of calligraphy does not render a literal image of social life, but an image of the social spirit of the time, the spiritual condi-
tion of the artist and emotional communication. From a dialectical point of view, the art of calligraphy is an antithetical unity
between man and nature, reality and vision, stillness and motion, reason and emotion. From the point of view of value, the
art of calligraphy possesses a global value which synthesizes and transcends interest, truth, goodness, beauty and holiness,
going beyond utility (interest) , synthesizing beauties that conform with the laws and objectives of art and reaching the acme
of perfection.

Key words: the art of calligraphy; Chinese characters; brushwork
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