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Constructive Art of Chinese Characters and Thinking

Mode of the Chinese Nation

——*“Six Categories of Chinese Characters” and Chinese Mode of Thinking

HUANG Wei-xing, ZHANG Yu-neng

( Institution of Automation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190 ; School of Chinese
Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, Hubei)

Abstract; The invention of script is one of the icons of human civilization. The formative art of Chinese
characters was classified into “six categories” in The Analytical Dictionary of Characters, from which we find a
Chinese-characteristic mode of thinking, namely, imagery thinking, intuition thinking or integrity thinking.
Specifically, the pictogram and self-explanation prescribe the imagery thinking; association and picot-phonolo-
gy, the intuition thinking; mutual-explanation and phonetic-borrowing, the integrity thinking of the Chinese na-
tion.

Key Words: Chinese characters; formative art; mode of thinking; “Six Categories of Chinese Characters”



