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The Cultural Interpretation of Chinese CharacterWord of De
ZHANG Yunengl, HUANG Weixing®

(1. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei Province, 430079 China; 2. Institute of

Automation, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China )

Abstract: The Chinese word of the De and its evolution of the form and meaning are just like its original meaning that
should be “moral” in modern Chinese. That is mainly derived from the “moral” and the “moral education”, the “rule of virtue”,
the “moral education” and other words. From a philosophical point of view, the original meaning of the word of “de” extension
as the “objective law”, mainly for the humanistic ideas of Chinese philosophy thought; from the overall Chinese philosophy it is
a philosophy of life, it is to pay attention to the human virtue and moral minde, in order to achieve moral wise, the so-called
gentleman; in the history of philosophy of Taoism and that China is the main school and other schools of thought. The
Confucianism and the Taoism indicate the so-called “Virtue” that has formed two different meanings of Confucianism and
Taoism. The Taoist pursuits of natural quality, While the Confucianism refers to the word of De that emphasizes self-cultivation.
From the ethical point of view, the word of the “moral”, “moral the heart” and “Virtue” concept is the ideological quality and the
principle of human behavior that should have; China ethics history by Confucian ethics dominated form" the morality which is
expressed in Chinese as “Renyilizhixin”. The “integrity” of “three cardinal guides” moral system had played the ideology of
consolidation and steady development of the rigid role of the feudal society from the aesthetic point of view. “The unity of
beauty and goodness of the Chinese aesthetic spirit created social beauty” that is to compare Germany for the first “natural
beauty” and “Peter beauty”. The artistic beauty of the “moral education” aesthetic value orientation, relationship between
aesthetic education and moral education is emphasized in the United States, the “poem's social function”, “placid” of human

?

culture, that cultivate ideal personality of “gentleman”. In the aspects of governing the country the Chinese nation has always
advocated that “rule of virtue”, “slim order in the world”, the construction of a harmonious society, from a well-off it is to
achieve the ideal society of harmony.

Key words: morality; morality; moral politics; rule of virtue; moral action; moral behavior; moral education



